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EDMONTON, Alberta T5K 268 
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OIL SANDS 
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The Alberta 042 Sands Information Center (AOSIC) has been 
designed as the heart of published information on oi] sands in Alberta. 
The Information Center is part of a new division in the Research Council 
titled "0il Sands Research Center." The Information Center is funded 
through a five-year grant from the Alberta 0i1 Sands Technology and 
Research Authority (AOSTRA). During the five years we have many 
projects planned to improve and expand our activities. 

You may be wondering what the activities of such an information 
center are. The major function revolves around the Afberta OL Sands 
Index. The Index is the key to over 3,500 articles on/or related to oil 
sands. There are several keys or access points to this literature 
because the Index is actually composed of five separate compilations: 
subject, author, corporate author, patent and publication source indices. 
That is, each article may now easily be located in more than one way. 

The subject index, which is probably the most important volume 
to most investigators, is subdivided into sixteen categories, with each 
category becoming a mini index in itself: 


1) GENERAL ARTICLES AND REVIEWS -- encompasses articles of a general 
nature, bibliographies and review of articles. 

2) HISTORY -- includes old documents, as well as articles about 
historical events and people. 

3) GEOLOGY AND GEOGRAPHY -- includes surficial information and also 
reservoir data about the oi] sands areas, e.g. topography, 
stratigraphy, geochemistry, etc. 

4) ANALYSIS AND PROPERTIES -- pertains to bitumen and its physical 
and chemical properties. 

5) IN SITU RECOVERY -- deals with extracting the bitumen from the 
reservoir without disturbing the matrix. 

6) MINING -- involves those operations and equipment for mining the 
oil sands. 

7) SEPARATION -- pertains to methods of separating the bitumen 
from the sands. 
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8) UPGRADING -- takes into account the methods for coking, visbreaking, 
cracking, hydrotreating, removal of sulphur and nitrogen, etc., 
j.e. to produce an upgraded synthetic crude from the bitumen. 
) PRODUCTS AND BY-PRODUCTS -- deals with the properties and uses of 
the products and by-products of bitumen. 
10) COMMERCIAL DEVELOPMENT -- pertains to the companies, contractors, 
sub-contractors, etc. involved in developing the oil sands. 
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11) ECONOMICS -- considers the costs of research and development 
(process costs, oil prices, revenues, royalties, deficits, 
ete.). 

12) ENVIRONMENT -- contains information on the changes that have or 
could occur in the physical environment as a result of 
development. 

13) SOCIAL IMPACT -- considers the effect the development of the oil 
sands will have on people, towns and secondary industry in 
the surrounding area and upon the province. 

14) GOVERNMENT -- contains any regulations, applications, hearings 
and other government involvement with the oil sands. 

15) RELATED TECHNOLOGY -- is a broad category that encompasses such 
items as mining, coking, refining, in situ recovery, etc., 
especially as applied to other oi] sands, oil shales and 
heavy oils. 

16) RELATED TOPICS -- deals with the geography, geology, economics, 
environment, etc., of other oil sands, shales and heavy oils. 


Each of these categories has a separate set of subject keywords 
arranged in alphabetical order. The entries under each keyword will be 
arranged chronologically in descending order, that is, the newest articles 
will appear first on the list. 

The cumulative edition is updated by supplements on a quarterly 
basis. However, the rate of increase of pertinent literature has been very 
rapid and if it continues, it may become necessary to publish supplements 
more often. 
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During 1977 we hope, as an additional service, to make available 
an on-line retrieval system. Such a service will enable any subscriber 
who has access to a terminal to directly search the data base in a manner 
specific to his needs. This would have the added advantage that, as we 
put new material in on a daily basis, the user would have immediate access 
to.1t. 

Currently, photocopies are available at a rate of 20¢ per page 
with a minimum of $2.00; this includes mailing and handling. The cost 
for any article can be determined from the number of pages indicated in 
brackets at the end of the entry in-the Index. Every subscriber who wishes 
may have both the Index and a file of all or a selection of the original 
articles available for personal use and instant referral. 

Other projects that are being planned for the future include a 
compilation of two new files. One will contain an alphabetical listing 
of all personnel involved directly in activities related to Alberta Oil 
Sands. This file would include activities such as graduate student 
programs on Alberta Oil Sands in the United States or Germany, for instance. 
Of course a great deal of the success of such a listing depends on the 
co-operation of government, universities, industry, and especially the 
individual. ’ 

Another very useful listing would be that of past, present and 
proposed projects. Hopefully, this type of file would help to eliminate 
duplication of efforts. Money, which is usually scarce, could be used to 
further research rather than duplicating it. 

Other current functions of the Center include acting as a 
referral center. For instance, if someone wanted information that we do 
not have in the Index, we would try to refer the inquirer to an appropriate 
person, department, institution, etc. Of course right in the Alberta 
Research Council a large portion of the current staff, numbering nearly 
300 technically trained people, are or have been involved with the oi] 
sands. We have also been working with some of the other government groups 
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or departments such as Alberta Environment, AOSERP (Alberta 0i1 Sands 
Environmental Research Program) in this regard, and hope to be in touch 
with many more institutions and industry. 

Another activity has been to provide information about the oil 
sands to interested groups. This acitivity can take place in a variety of 
ways such as meeting with individuals, giving lectures to groups, acting 
as guides for tours of the McMurray area, setting up a display and 
information booth at technical conferences, and the preparation of audio- 
visual material either for our own use or possibly for loan purposes. We 
will also be available to make general presentations to schools. This 
aspect may be restricted if the demand becomes too great as our staff is 
limited. 

By now you must be wondering what is all this going to cost to 
obtain this service. The cost, compared to other similar services, is very 
reasonable. The fee schedule is determined by the size of organization 
and options chosen. 


1. Size of Organization 


Each subscriber must first determine which group number is applicable to 
his organization, on the basis of the number of employees within his 
organization. 
Group 1 -- More than 100 employees 
Group 2 -- 25-100 employees 
Group 3 -- Less than 25 employees (or a non-profit organization, 
such as government departments, crown agencies, 
university departments, public libraries, etc.) 
2. Options Desired 
a) New Subscribers 
All new subscribers must purchase a complete set of the Alberta Oi] 
Sands Index in their initial subscription year. Costs for the complete 
set, which includes Subject Index, Author Index, Corporate Author Index, 
Patent Index, and Publication Index, with five corresponding thesauri, 
one per index, will be ascribed as follows on the basis of a group number 
determined in item (1) above: 
Group 1 -- $500.00 set/annum 
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Group 2 -- $400.00 set/annum 
Group 3 -- $275.00 set/annum 


Having made the initial purchase of the "complete package," five indices 
with five corresponding thesauri, each new subscriber will qualify for any 


combination of the following options: 


i. Additional 


Group 1 -- $60. 
Group 2 -- $50. 
Group 3 -- $40. 


ii. Additional 


Group 1 -- $50. 
Group 2 -- $40. 
Group 3 -- $30. 


iii. Additional 


Group 1 -- $50. 
Group 2 -- $35. 
Group 3 -- $25. 


iv. Additional 


Group 1 -- $35. 
Group 2 -- $35. 
Group 3 -- $35. 


v. Additional 


copies of the 
00 additional 
00 additional 
00 additional 
copies of the 
00 additional 
00 additional 
00 additional 
copies of the 
00 additional 
00 additional 
00 additional 
copies of the 
00 additional 
00 additional 
00 additional 


complete set of five indices: 


set/annum 
set/annum 
set/annum 


complete set of five thesauri: 


set/annum 
set/annum 
set/annum 

Subject Index only: 
index/annum 
index/annum 
index/annum 


Thesaurus for the Subject Index only: 


thesaurus/annum 
thesaurus/annum 
thesaurus/annum 


copies of either the Author Index, Corporate 
Author Index, Patent Index, or Publication Index, or any 
combination thereof: 
Group 1 -- $15.00 additional 
Group 2 -- $15.00 additional 
Group 3 -- $10.00 additional 


index/annum 
index/annum 
index/annum 


vi. Additional copies of the accompanying thesaurus for either 
the Author Index, Corporate Author Index, Patent Index, 
Publication Index, or any combination thereof: 

Group 1 -- $10.00 additional thesaurus/annum 


Group 2 -- $10.00 additional thesaurus/annum 
Group 3 -- $10.00 additional thesaurus/annum 
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b) Subscribers in their Second Year, or Thereafter 
After their first year, subscribers may continue to subscribe to the 

complete set of indices and thesauri and additional copies as outlined in 
iten (2a) at the same rates which they paid in their initial subscription 
year. However, they may choose from the alternatives to purchasing the 
complete set -- alternatives that are not open to first-year subscribers. 
These are as follows: 

i. Subject Index and Thesaurus only: 

Group 1 -- $400.00 index and corresponding thesaurus/annum 

Group 2 -- $320.00 index and corresponding thesaurus/annum 

Group 3 -- $220.00 index and corresponding thesaurus/annum 

ii. Author Index and Thesaurus, Corporate Author Index and 

Thesaurus, Patent Index and Thesaurus, Publication Index and 
Thesaurus, or any combination thereof: 

Group 1 -- $100.00 index and corresponding thesaurus/annum 

Group 2 -- $ 80.00 index and corresponding thesaurus/annum 

Group 3 -- $ 55.00 index and corresponding thesaurus/annum 
If a subscriber chooses to purchase a partial index, be it Subject, Author, 
Corporate Author, Patent or Publication, together with its corresponding 
thesaurus, the subscriber is entitled to purchase further additional copies 
of the same partial index or corresponding thesaurus. 

Consult Appendix A for further details. 

Having thus determined an appropriate "package" to meet the 
organization's needs, each subscriber will be required to complete and 
return an application form annually (see Appendix A). 

Extra copies are intended for circulation within the organization 
of the applicant. Each organization supported by a separate budget will be 
expected to take out its own subscription (e.g. parent companies, 
subsidiary companies of parent companies, consortium companies, partner 
companies of consortia, institutions affiliated with universities, 
university departments, government departments, crown agencies, boards and 
commissions, etc.). In order to restrict circulation to the staff of the 
applicant, the application must be signed by a corporate signing authority. 

Information on oil sands contained in the Center will be 
available to the general public if their queries are of a limited nature 
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and not more frequent than twice annually. 


Besides the Information Center, there also exists a supplementary 
information service. This service provides scientific and technical 
information in response to requests from any company or individual. 

The service is housed at the Alberta Research Council, 87th 
Avenue and 114 Street. Answers to technical questions may be found in the 
holdings of the library, with assistance provided by specialists in a wide 
number of engineering and technical fields. 

Computerized information services are offered to access practically 
all recent technical literature. On-line searching is accomplished through 
sehveral host centers which collectively have over 20 million references in 
more than 106 data bases. The library carries out searches for Research 
Council personnel and Information Systems will provide search editing 
assistance (including training) to any individual or firm. 

A typical data base is Chemical Market Abstracts, a monthly guide 
to what is new in chemical, petroleum and related end-use industries, now 
available in the Research Council Library. This is a new index with over 
50,000 references from 1972 to date. Topics include markets for new 
products, acquisitions, capacities and foreign trade. 

The entire file of Chemical Abstracts can also be searched 
on-line by computer. Anyone with a question should contact the Library or 
Information Systems. 


The American Petroleum Institute data base on Refinery Literature 
and Patents is now available from the supplementary information service. 
Hard copy issues are maintained in the library. On-line searching of this 
data base can also be done for interested parties. 

One of the more interesting projects of the supplementary service 
will be to develop the communications network facilities in Alberta for 
any technical library (or any individual with a computer terminal) to 
communicate economically with host computers anywhere in Canada, the U.S. 
and eventually overseas. Typically, a person may soon have a one-stop 
center for his on-line search question. His question would be readily 
searched on several computers, all in different parts of the world, with 
a single connection to a local network node. 
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APPENDIX A 


ORDER FORM 
FOR 
ALBERTA OIL SANDS INDEX 


Company Name: 
Address: 
Telephone: 
Attention to (Person): 
Group: 1 -- (More than 100 employees) 


2 -- (25-100 employees) 
3 -- (Less than 25 employees, or a non-profit organization) 


Complete Set (Indices and Thesauri) 


Partial Set: 


(1 Subject Index & Thesaurus 

[) Author Index & Thesaurus 

C1 Corporate Author Index & Thesaurus 
CD Patent Index & Thesaurus 

C7 Publication Source Index & Thesaurus 


Additional Copies: 


Complete Set: {1 Indices No. of copies 
C) Thesauri No. of copies 
Subject: C1 Index No. of copies 
(J Thesaurus No. of copies 
Author: [71 Index No. of copies 
[ Thesaurus No. of copies 
Corporate Author: CJ Index No. of copies 


Cj Thesaurus No. of copies 


Patent: (7 Index No. of copies 


[Thesaurus No. of copies 
Publication Source: (J) Index No. of copies 
(Thesaurus No. of copies 

Total Payment: (Please see attached rate schedule) 


(Cheques should be made payable to the Research Council of 
Alberta) _ PREPAYMENT REQUIRED IN CANADIAN FUNDS. 


Renewable on anniversary date. 


DECLARATION 


1. I hereby declare that the number of employees (i.e. group) 
indicated is correct, and 


be 
2. That the use of the Index(es) will restricted to the staff of the 
applicant.* ” 


Signing Officer 


Librarian 


Date: 


* Except Publicly Funded Libraries 





th 


his it 


Bregoy 


are , 





ae 





Sy 











spe 





pie, 








bas 
2 
¢ 

















TAR SAND DEPOSITS IN ALBERTA 









LAKE 
ATHABASCA 








EDMONTON 





re | 
CALGARY 





band —— beet ——} 
POLAR MILES 
PAM 
152 


POLARPAM 


eee 


i 
em 


, 





; 1 hd 
MH i hla 


a 
; f 
ri 
‘ 
Thy i 4 
Pf my 
a 
' 
’ 
4 
h 
, 
: 
} 
' 
" 
F 
T , 
“a 
4 
a | 7 
Aa : 
‘~* 7 
; 
| 
J é 
“ ‘ 
9 Pin M 
i y i) 
i, ugly 5 
% ; * 





Coverage 

All Aspects of Alberta Oil Sands 
—technical 

—socio-economic 
—environmental, etc. 

Selected World Coverage on Oil 
Sands Related Material 


Documents 
Immediate Access 





Did You Know 


Alberta 
Oil Sands 
index 


Proposed Services 1977 

—Personnel & Project File 

—On-line Access to Alberta 
Oil Sands Index 





Updates 
—Continuous 
Published quarterly 


Sources 

—Technical Journals (over 100) 
—Books 

—Patent Indices 

—Government Publications 
—Conferences 

—Consultants’ Reports 
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